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On July 13, 1977, RSO ant with n nnnlor member of the 
COA security forces who stated thst there is general agree- 
ment anong the military aa to how the subverslbe situation 
is to be handled. Most agree that the problem in the com- 
bati v e area i e almost finished but tha t in other areas, 
po litica l , propaganda, labor, economic and religious, ther e 

—r g»U ga. , 

Source stated that in Buenos Aires all arrests for subversive 
activities are cleared with the Military Zone One and these 
arrests ere made under Executive Decree and within the frame- 
work of the Argentine constitution. In the provinces, the 
Governors have blank decrees personally signed by Fraeident 
Videla which provide authority for arrest. Prior to arrest 
being made, the initial evidence concerning the suspected 
person is screened and if an arrest is warranted, then the 
executive action is taken. In the past, there was a great 
deal of individual, uncoordinated initiative taken by members 
of the security forces but these activities have been sharply 
curtailed and security forces who have acted in violation 
of existing operational instructions have been in many cases 
arrested. 




-Source stated that suspect terrorists once arrested are held 
und er ^executive decrees, that their cases then are examined, 
-evi3enee weighed and -when justified the cases are sent to -- — 
military courts for prosecution . If a case does not have 
sufficient evident to support it, the persons are set free. 
This has happened in an overwhelming number of cases. On 
some occasions, the executive powers vlll bold a parson even 
though there is not sufficient evidence to try him because 
there is strong suspicion of guilt. He will be held, awaiting 
further investigation. On occasions, persons are released 
from executive decree and turned over to other jurisdictions 
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for trial on erlminel or othar ehargaa, sncb aa financial 
subversion or irragnlaritiaa that say be levied againat 
then by antboritiea in othar provineaa. However, they 
are not placed in double jeopardy vhara they a xa tried bv 
7 both executive decree and later by the judicial court. 

Source ststed that the recent lists of peraona relaaaed 
t** |f .(, fro* detention publiahed by -the Ministry of the Interior 

^ ' V tvv< f ; ar * accurate and reflect the policy of releaaing peraona 
d» l Y l j,)w l t lI ( '/ , ' wlian there ia inaufficiant evidence to hold than. Soue 
by .li*"' of theae peraona were accuseid .of aubveraion or ideological 

crises or common crimes, but' the evidence was not aufficlent 
' to warrant holding them for Any prolonged period. A number 4 

of these probably have been re-arrested , for other crimes -h*** 0 **" » . 
by othar jurisdictions. However, this is a normal legal 
procedure and not a ploy. Source stated that those persons 
who ate captured and who have been involved in aaaasslnations. 
bombings and such offenses are dealt} with "differently 1 ' 
from the foregoing. 

Source stated that in general there are three levels of 
repressive operations in the country. One is the legal 
operations coordinated by pollee and military and under 
the orchestration of military authorities. These actions 
are clearly prescribed within the national policy and there 
rarely la any deviation. Second, are operations initiated 
by persons who normally operate under the existing military ■*&?' 
and police authority but may ba functioning in eoma special 
manner under orders but not within the normal legal structure. 
Third, are operations of revenge and operations for personal 
profit which have been undertaken by individuals in the 
security forces. When these operations are detected, the 
.offenders are severely punished . This represents, a rathar 
‘" new development and has cone about because of a common* con- 
cern among many elements in the security services to clean 
up, prof easlonaliza, humanise and legalise their operation. - — 
There is a strong feeling that the time has come, or at 
least is rapidly approaching, when Argentina should return 
to a comp lete rule of law and constituti ona lity which, to 
a certain extent, haa been set aside during the worst phases 
of the war against the terrorists. 

Source stated that recently the government hes been encouraging 
arrorlat a lament a to aurregder and baa baan anauring than 
that they will racaive good. Fair treatment* Thia policy 
la acrupuloualy adhered to and haa met with aome auccaiii 
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Within the pact two weeks, six aanior officers In tha 
Montoneros have turnad themselves in to taka advantage 
of thia policy. Tha policy includes a reduction to one-third 
of tha normal aantanee and opportunitiaa for rehabilitation. 
However, tha government muat aantanee all terrorlata to 
aoma aort of Jail term aa there are extremely atrong feeling* 
among member* of the military and tha police concerning tha 
terrorist*. From late 1960 until tha present date, more 
military and police have been -killed in Argentina than had 
in the whole prior 60 yeara. — Consequently, any leniency 
shovn to the terrorist* must-be balanced by the realisation 
of the .bitterness the security forces feel. A policy too 
lenient would not be accepted by tha people who have been 
engaged in this war against terrorism. The one-third re- 
duction is a balance, hopefully attractive to the terrorist, 
and yet satisfying to tha security forces. Of course, this 
would' exclude persons involved in murders and similar crimes 
who will continue to be dealt with summarily. Tha govern- 
ment ha* published information on this policy in the press 
and it represents a sincere effort to moderate the present 
repressive operations. 

Source stated that a surprisingly large number of people 
are still in custody who had reportedly disappeared and 
that the government has not reported the fact that they 
are being held because they are cooperating with the govern- 
ment security services. 8ource noted two specific inter- 
national incidents to support this contention. 


Source stated that the announced policy to allow persons 

the option of leaving the country is an accurate reflection 

of government Intent . Of course, it is qualified to some «*** 

extent by the nature of the charges against the -person. '*'%’]***■ 

There are some crimes for which there is no forgiveness. (; 


Source stated that the incidents against lawyers in Mar del 
Plata were probably not carried out by lapal security forces. 

Ha did not know who ordered that operation but doubted that '^/IbwL 
it was organised by the government because of the sloppy way •fntt tr 
it vas handled. Source stated that it is possible that ether /w/m 
elements, he referred to them as a fifth column within govern-^rj 
ment, may have initiated this sort of action wiTldtha agreed 
creates serious complicstiona for the government . ' 

Source stated that the government has not been involved in 
any large scale kidnappings of labor persons and that for feUi, 
the most part labor has been much more cooperative with ' 

the government than haa appeared on the surface. Souree 
stated, that the labor elements had been consulted prior to 


the coup of March 24, 1976 to ensure Chair support, Tha 
achalon contacted vaa tha saeoad level ef national laader- 
ahlp who now arc at the pinnacle of tha labor aoveaent. 

Before tha coup, the allltary realised that labor at that 
point could atop tha country and hurt it economically , ao 
certain labor leadera vara fully briefed on tha coup. To jfaw ai ^ vr ” 
a great axtent, tha governuent and labor have bean working 
together and the government vould not become involved in rr <tlc 
any large -scale aaaaaalnation or kidnapping of labor leadera. 

^ Oacar Smith la a eaae in point.. He vaa cooperating with ^ 

the government covertly and his loss vaa a. loaa to the ' 

M* government at that tine. V ar^t, * }} 4-C (Ukjct >•* ■. 
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^ Source ateted that a very serious problem confronting the 
governnent la vhat to do about the religioua orders in the 
country. Some of thea, since' the early 60a, have bean 
clearly and undeniably involved in aubveraive activities. 

In the early 60a, the Jesuit theologians in Argentina began 
identifying the Christian doctrine with Marxist doctrine. 

, They concentrated on the materialistic similarities between * 

/ Christian and Marxist doctrine but ignored the spiritual 
dissimilarities. This group, commonly called tha Third 
World Priests, had been involved and atlll are involved in 
many areas of subversion. However, the government doea not 
want to deal with this measure at this tiae becauae its 
policy would be denounced from all the pulpits end this 
could be a catalyst for organised opposition, so the govern- 
ment hat a vary go-slow and careful policy on this iasue 
because they don't want to open another front. 

Source stated that the government is amberking on a liberali- 
sation program to provide freedom for the social and political 
institutions to function more fully. Tha moat recent example 
occurred approximately one month ago when tha Supreme Court 

. ordered the executive to reinstitute tha right for persons 

! detained to execute the option to leave the country and the ~ 

; executive complied. This is a hallmark in the beginning 
1 of the liberalization program. Source etated < that the 
intention of the government as he understande it is to 
create a new generation of political thought and motivation; 
that Argentina's political history over the past 30 years 
has not been one of democracy but has been one ef political 
patronage and parties personified by individuals. This was 
true of the Peroniste, the Kadlcsls, the Socialists, etc. 

Elections were not democratic and political activity for 
tha masses was to vote against someone, not for someone. 


Tha a ana political flgurea manipulated the Argentina icaca 
for aany yearn. Tha praaant aiddla age ganaration for tha 
aoat part never had a raal rola in tha political lifa of 
tha country. Tha ala and aaplrationa of thia government 
ara to changa that. Source atatad it vaa hia paraonal 
believe that tha praaant military laadarahip doaa not hava 
long-tara praaidantlal aaplrationa but merely la trying to 
gulda the -country through a vary difficult period. Within 
tha fraaavorh of the preaidency, only Adairal Maaaara viava 
hlaaelf as praaidantlal timber. 

Source atatad in euanary that- tha Argentina govarnaant la 
raaponding to ita perceptiona of tha praaant aituation 
which raquiraa different traataant of tha aubvaralvc aitu- 
ation and llbaraliaation within other arena of aoeial activity. 
However, there la no coaproalaa with tha hard-core tarroriata 
who hava been involved in acta of bloodahad. 
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